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Unit 4: American Political
Ideologies and Beliefs

Where political beliefs come from, how pollsters measure them, and how ideologies answer
policy questions. Covers CED topics 4.1 through 4.10.

AP U.S. Government American Political Ideologies and Beliefs 10-15% of the exam About 12 minutes to read

How to use this guide

Read this unit as an answer to one question, which is where political beliefs come from and how we
know what the public believes. Topics 4.1 through 4.4 explain how people form beliefs through
socialization and events. Topics 4.5 and 4.6 explain how pollsters measure those beliefs and how to
judge whether the measurement is any good. Topics 4.7 through 4.10 sort beliefs into ideologies and
show how each ideology answers economic and social policy questions.

After the first read, spend the most time on 4.5 and 4.6. Work through the trap table until you can
recognize common polling problems, and then use the two practice questions as a model to write your
own poll interpretation scenarios. Do the six-question recall check at the end with the page closed.

What this unit is worth. Unit 4 makes up 10 to 15 percent of the AP exam, which is the smallest share
of the five units. Polling and ideology still show up often in other parts of the exam, including stimulus-
based multiple choice questions and the Q2 Quantitative Analysis FRQ, which regularly uses poll data.

4.1 American Attitudes About Government and Politics

Americans disagree about plenty, but they mostly agree on a short list of core values that make up the
country's political culture: individualism, the idea that people shape their own lives through their
choices; equality of opportunity, the belief that everyone deserves a fair chance to compete; free
enterprise, an economy built on private choice and competition; the rule of law, the principle that
everyone, including officials, answers to the law; and limited government, the suspicion that
government power should be restrained.

The free-enterprise value draws on core principles from Adam Smith's The Wealth of Nations: self-
interest, competition, efficient allocation of resources, and limited government regulation of markets.
Smith's argument was that individuals pursuing their own interests through competitive markets
produce broader prosperity without central direction.

The exam often tests the point that shared values do not produce shared policies. Two people can both
prize individual liberty and still disagree completely about whether a new regulation protects liberty or
threatens it. Public opinion, the collective attitudes of the population about politics and policy, is where



those disagreements show up. The rest of the unit explains where opinions come from, how we
measure them, and how they sort into ideologies.

Political culture also explains which arguments are even possible in American politics. Proposals that
openly reject limited government or the rule of law start at a severe disadvantage, because they ask
voters to abandon values they treat as identity rather than policy. That is why debates usually take the
form of competing claims on the same values. Both sides insist they are the true defenders of liberty,
and the disagreement is over what liberty requires in practice.

Note. Political culture changes slowly, which makes it a poor explanation for short-term swings. If public
opinion moves sharply in two years, it usually reflects events, the economy, or leadership rather than a
sudden change in core values.

Trap. do not confuse agreement on values with agreement on policy. A question that notes Americans
broadly support equality of opportunity is not telling you they agree on any specific program. The exam
uses shared values as background and then asks you to explain why people who share them still fight
over policy.

4.2 Political Socialization

Political socialization is the process through which people develop their political beliefs, values, and
behaviors. It starts early, runs for a lifetime, and works through agents of socialization: the people and
institutions that teach us politics. The major agents are family, schools, peers, media, and civic or
religious organizations.

Family is the most influential agent early in life. Children absorb party loyalties and basic political
orientations at home, often before they understand any policy at all, and those early attachments are
stubborn. Schools teach civic knowledge and democratic values more than partisanship. Peers matter
most in adolescence, when fitting in can reshape attitudes. Media supplies the daily stream of political
information that tells people what is happening and what to think about. Civic and religious
organizations build the habits of participation itself.

The agents trade places over a lifetime. Family dominates childhood, when party loyalty is absorbed
without much understanding. Schools and peers gain ground in adolescence, when civic lessons and
social pressure arrive together. Media and major events matter most in adulthood, when people have
formed opinions to update. This sequence helps explain why early attachments tend to last. They start a
decade or more before other influences have a chance to compete with them.

Trap. when a question asks which agent matters most in forming a child's first political loyalties, the
answer is family, not school. Schools are the trap answer because they feel like the official place where
politics is taught, but by the time school civics arrives, family has usually already set the baseline.
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4.3 Changes in Ideology

Beliefs can change over time, and two patterns help explain how they shift. The life-cycle effect
describes changes tied to aging itself. As people take on mortgages, raise children, and retire, their
stake in tax, education, and retirement policy changes with them. The generational effect describes
the lasting imprint of shared experiences on everyone who lived through them at a formative age, so
that an entire age cohort carries similar attitudes for decades.

Both effects can operate at once, which is why the exam pairs them. A generation shaped by an
economic crisis may stay skeptical of markets its whole life, while the same people also grow more
concerned about retirement security as they age. One pattern is tied to the stages of a person'’s life,
while the other is tied to the generation a person belongs to and the history that generation lived
through.

The distinction matters when you interpret elections. If young voters support a candidate at unusual
rates, the life-cycle reading says they will moderate as they age into mortgages and tax bills, while the
generational reading says the experience that moved them will stick for life. Commentators often
choose the explanation that fits their own expectations. On the exam, you should name both
mechanisms and note that a single election usually cannot show which one is at work.

Trap. students mix up which effect is which. Life-cycle is about a person's life stage, and generational is
about a generation's shared history. If a question describes people changing as they grow older, that is
the life-cycle effect. If it describes everyone who came of age during the same major event holding
similar attitudes, that is the generational effect.

4.4 Influence of Political Events on Ideology

Major political events can shift people's beliefs. A major political event, something disruptive enough
to reshape how people see government, can redirect the ideology of everyone it touches, including
during economic collapse, war, a civil rights struggle, or a terrorist attack. The Depression remade a
generation's expectations of government activism. The civil rights movement of the 1960s reset
assumptions about federal power and equality. The September 11 attacks reordered priorities around
security.

Events hit hardest during the formative years, roughly late adolescence through the twenties, when
political identities are still setting. That is why event-driven socialization shows up as generational
differences decades later. The cohort that came of age during the event often keeps that imprint long
after the event itself has passed. On the exam, a question about why one age group votes differently
from another is usually pointing here.

Consider how durable the imprint can be. Americans who came of age during the Great Depression
carried elevated support for an active federal government for the rest of their lives, shaping elections
into the 1970s. Those who came of age during the civil rights era carried different assumptions about
federal power and racial equality than their parents did. The mechanism is similar in each case. A major
event shapes attitudes while people are still forming their political identities, and those attitudes often
stay with the cohort afterward.
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Trap. a major event does not change everyone equally. The generational effect lands on the cohort that
experienced it while young. If an option claims an event shifted all age groups the same way, it is
ignoring the mechanism the unit teaches.

4.5 Measuring Public Opinion

An opinion poll is a survey designed to measure public views on issues or candidates. Polls come in
several types, and the exam expects you to know what each one is for. A benchmark poll is taken early
in a campaign to establish a baseline of where voters stand. A tracking poll is repeated over time to
measure how support shifts during the campaign. An exit poll surveys voters after they cast ballots and
is used to study why groups voted the way they did.

Good polling starts with the sampling method, how respondents are chosen. The gold standard is a
random sample, in which every member of the population has an equal chance of being selected.
Random selection is what makes a sample likely to be representative, meaning its characteristics
match the larger population. Random describes how respondents are selected, and representative
describes whether the sample ends up matching the larger population. A large sample does not
become reliable just because it is large if it was chosen badly, such as an online poll that only includes
people who chose to click on it.

Polls are used for different purposes by campaigns and by the media. Campaigns use benchmark and
tracking polls to decide where to spend money and which messages to use. The media uses polls as
material for horse-race coverage. Both uses can lead people to make too much of small movements,
which is why the exam often gives you poll data and asks what the data actually shows. In many cases
the data shows less than a headline might suggest.

Trap. students treat a large sample as automatically trustworthy. Size reduces sampling error, but it
cannot fix a biased method. A poll of ten thousand self-selected volunteers is less reliable than a poll of
eight hundred randomly selected voters. When you evaluate a poll, look at the sampling method before
you focus on the sample size, since the method has more effect on whether the results can be trusted.

4.6 Evaluating Public Opinion Data

Every poll result carries uncertainty, and the exam tests whether you can read it. The margin of error is
a statistical estimate of how far the result might differ from the true population value. A candidate at 48
percent with a margin of error of plus or minus 3 points probably sits somewhere between 45 and 51
percent. Sampling error, the gap between a sample and the population, shrinks as sample size grows,
which is why bigger random samples get smaller margins of error.

Beyond random error, polls can be systematically wrong. Sampling bias happens when the sample does
not represent the population, like polling only landlines in an era of cell phones. Question wording bias
happens when phrasing steers respondents toward an answer. Nonresponse bias happens when the
people who refuse to answer differ systematically from those who do. A scientific poll uses random
sampling, neutral wording, and enough respondents to keep the margin of error small.
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* Check the sampling method. Random selection from the right population is more useful than a large
self-selected sample.

* Read the margin of error before you focus on the headline number. A lead that is smaller than the
margin of error does not show that one candidate is ahead.

e Pay attention to the wording. Emotionally loaded or leading questions tend to produce answers that
reflect the wording rather than measured opinion.

* Consider who may be missing from the sample. Low response rates and nonresponse bias can mean
the sample does not represent everyone it is supposed to represent.

THE PROBLEM WHAT GOES WRONG WHAT FIXES IT

Sampling bias The sample systematically misrepresents Random selection from the full target
the population. population.

Question wording  Loaded or leading phrasing steers Neutral, specific wording tested before the

bias respondents toward an answer. poll runs.

Nonresponse bias  The people who refuse to answer differ High response rates and weighting to match
from those who do. known population traits.

Tiny sample Random error is large, so the margin of More respondents, which shrinks sampling
error balloons. error.

Trap. the margin of error is not a mistake and does not mean the poll is wrong. It describes how precise
the poll is. The exam often shows a candidate leading by two points when the margin of error is four
points. In that situation the race should be understood as tied.

4.7 Ideologies of Political Parties

A political ideology is a coherent set of beliefs about what government should do. The exam works with
three. Liberal ideology generally favors more government action to address economic and social
problems and to protect rights. Conservative ideology generally favors limited government regulation,
traditional institutions, and leaving more responsibility to states and private actors. Libertarian
ideology favors maximum individual freedom with minimal government in both economic and social
life.

Ideology is not the same as party. The Democratic Party's platforms generally align more closely with
liberal positions, and the Republican Party's platforms generally align more closely with conservative
ones, but a party is an organization that runs candidates and a platform is its formal statement of
positions. Many voters hold mixed views, such as liberal views on economics and conservative views on
social issues, or the reverse. On the exam, it helps to keep a person's belief system separate from party
affiliation.



LIBERAL CONSERVATIVE LIBERTARIAN

Economic role of Larger role: regulate Smaller role: fewer Minimal role beyond

government markets, address regulations, lower taxes protecting property and
inequality exchange

Social policy More national government More state and private Minimal involvement except
involvement responsibility to protect liberty

Core instinct Government should solve  Markets and communities Individuals solve problems
collective problems solve problems better best when left alone

Trap. 'liberal' and 'Democrat' are not synonyms, and neither are 'conservative' and 'Republican.' If a
question describes someone's views, answer from the views, not from the party label. An option that
assumes every Democrat is liberal on every issue is testing whether you keep those ideas separate.

4.8 Ideology and Policymaking

Ideology shapes public policy, the actions government takes in response to public problems, because it
tells policymakers which tradeoffs are acceptable. A policy tradeoff is a choice where advancing one
value limits another. For example, more individual liberty can mean less stability and order, and more
government protection can mean less freedom of choice. Most major policy debates in the unit involve
this kind of tradeoff between competing values.

Consider how ideology filters the same problem. Asked about a struggling industry, a liberal-leaning
policymaker tends to see a case for government action to protect workers, while a conservative-leaning
one tends to see a case for letting markets adjust, and a libertarian sees a case for doing nothing at all.
None of them is ignoring the problem; they disagree about whose job it is to fix it and which values take
priority. Politically active citizens push these choices through participation, which is why public opinion
and policy stay linked.

Proposals to expand government health coverage show how this works. The liberal-leaning case tends
to emphasize protection and argues that uniform standards can guard rights and spread risk across the
whole population. The conservative-leaning case tends to emphasize liberty and local control and
argues that markets and states can tailor solutions and preserve more choice. The libertarian case
argues that government should not be the insurer. The same policy question leads to different answers
because each ideology assigns a different role to government.

Trap. ideology predicts tendencies, not every vote. A conservative can support a government program
and a liberal can oppose one without contradicting their ideology, because real policies bundle many
values at once. If an option says an ideology requires one specific position on every issue, it is
overstating the case.




4.9 Ideology and Economic Policy

On economic policy, the two main approaches discussed in the unit are Keynesian and supply-side
economics. Keynesian economics holds that the government should use spending and taxation to
stabilize the economy, especially during downturns, when private demand falls and public spending is
used to fill the gap. Supply-side economics holds that lower taxes and reduced regulation encourage
investment, production, and growth from the private sector outward. Economic liberalism leans toward
the first view, a larger government role in regulating markets and addressing inequality; economic
conservatism leans toward the second, trusting markets to work best with less intervention.
Libertarians go further, arguing government should stay out of markets almost entirely beyond
protecting property rights.

These two types of policy are handled by different institutions. Fiscal policy, taxing and spending
decisions, is made by Congress and the president. Monetary policy, influencing interest rates and the
money supply, is conducted by the Federal Reserve, the independent central bank, which pursues two
goals: maximum employment and price stability, meaning inflation kept low and steady. The Fed is
kept independent so that monetary decisions are insulated from election cycles and short-term politics
cannot easily influence the money supply.

Note. The Federal Reserve's independence is deliberate. If elected officials controlled interest rates, the
temptation would be to cut rates before every election and accept the inflation later. That independence
allows the Fed to focus on maximum employment and price stability without having to time decisions
around election campaigns.

The Keynesian and supply-side debate never really ends because recessions keep returning. Keynesians
point to downturns where private spending collapses and argue that only government can fill the hole
fast enough. Supply-siders reply that government spending is slow, political, and wasteful, and that
freeing private investment produces more durable growth. On the exam, you can identify the theory by
looking at the policy being described. Stimulus spending and public infrastructure projects are
Keynesian approaches, while broad tax cuts intended to encourage investment are supply-side
approaches.

Trap. fiscal and monetary policy are the exam's favorite mix-up. Congress taxes and spends (fiscal); the
Fed sets interest-rate policy (monetary). If the question mentions the president signing a tax bill, that is
fiscal. If it mentions the central bank raising rates to fight inflation, that is monetary.

4.10 Ideology and Social Policy

Social policy covers government's role in education, health, family life, rights, and welfare. The
ideological split here is mostly about who should act. The liberal social-policy approach tends to favor
more national government involvement, on the theory that uniform standards protect rights and that
only Washington has the resources for big problems. The conservative social-policy approach tends to
favor less national involvement and more state or private responsibility, on the theory that states can
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tailor solutions and that local control preserves liberty. The libertarian approach favors minimal
government involvement in social life except to protect individual liberty and property.

That disagreement is closely tied to federalism and the question of whether the national government
or the states should take the lead on issues like education standards or health coverage. The unit does
not treat either level of government as always correct. It presents a recurring debate between national
and state approaches. When the national government acts, supporters credit uniform protection of
rights; critics warn about one-size-fits-all overreach. When states act, supporters credit experimentation
and local fit; critics warn about unequal protection across state lines.

Education provides a clear example of this federalism tension. Supporters of a larger national role argue
that a child in Mississippi deserves the same educational floor as a child in Massachusetts, which only
Washington can guarantee. Supporters of state control argue that schools reflect local communities and
that distant mandates fit nobody well. Health policy involves the same argument about the roles of the
national and state governments, with more at stake because the decisions affect access to care directly.
The unit shows that views about ideology and views about federalism are closely connected. Where
someone stands on who should act often predicts where that person stands on what should be done.

Trap. do not assume liberal always means more government and conservative always means less in
every domain. On some social issues, conservatives favor government action to uphold traditional
institutions while liberals favor government restraint. Focus on the specific policy area described in the
question rather than relying on a general slogan about ideology.

Your 20-minute plan for this unit

* Minutes 0-5. Read the trap table out loud, then open the Unit 4 flashcards in Rycal and run the Core
cards for 4.1 through 4.4, the belief-formation half.

* Minutes 5-12. Do a Brain Dump on polling and write every term you can, including random sample,
margin of error, sampling bias, and question wording, with a one-line definition for each, then check
your definitions against sections 4.5 and 4.6 and correct what you missed.

* Minutes 12-18. Work the two practice questions above, then a set of AP-style questions in Rycal on
ideology and polling. For each ideology question, name the policy position before looking at the
options.

* Minutes 18-20. For the FRQ drill, take any poll result with a margin of error and write a three-
sentence Q2-style analysis of what it does and does not show. Close with the six-question recall
check.

Confusions That Cost Points

Unit 4 is short, but these are the distinctions the exam returns to every year.
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THE MIX-UP THE FIX

Ideology vs. party Ideology is a set of beliefs about what government should do; a party is an
organization that runs candidates. Democrats lean liberal and Republicans lean
conservative, but the labels are not interchangeable.

Generational vs. life- Generational refers to the lasting imprint of a shared historical experience on a
cycle effect cohort. Life-cycle refers to changes that come with aging itself.
Random vs. Random describes the selection method, every member having an equal chance.

representative sample Representative describes the result, a sample that matches the population. Random
selection is how you get a representative sample.

Reading the margin of A plus-or-minus 4 point margin means the true value is probably within 4 points of

error the reported number. A lead that is smaller than the margin does not show that one
candidate is ahead, and the margin reflects expected uncertainty rather than proof of
bias.

Benchmark vs. tracking  Benchmark sets the baseline early in a campaign. Tracking repeats over time to show

vs. exit poll movement. Exit surveys voters after voting to explain why groups voted as they did.
Fiscal vs. monetary Fiscal is taxing and spending by Congress and the president. Monetary is interest
policy rates and money supply, run by the independent Federal Reserve. It is important not

to confuse which institution handles each policy.

Question wording and Leading or loaded wording steers answers; systematic refusal to respond skews the
nonresponse bias sample. Both are bias problems that a bigger sample cannot fix.

Economic liberalism vs.  Economic liberals favor a larger government role in regulating markets and reducing
economic conservatism  inequality, often Keynesian. Economic conservatives favor lighter regulation and lower
taxes, often supply-side, trusting markets to allocate resources.

The mix-ups in this table are in the Unit 4 flashcards in Rycal as well. If a row still feels unclear, run those
cards until you can state the fix in your own words.

Practice Questions

Original questions written for this guide in the style of the AP exam. Answers and explanations follow below.

1. A tracking poll of likely voters shows Candidate X at 47 percent and Candidate Y at 45 percent, with a
margin of error of plus or minus 4 percentage points. Which conclusion is best supported?

A. The race is effectively tied; neither candidate's lead falls outside the margin of error

B. Candidate X is leading Candidate Y by two percentage points

C. The four-point margin of error proves the sample was biased

D. The poll is worthless because it cannot identify a winner



2. A voter argues that during a recession the federal government should increase spending on
infrastructure even if it means running a larger deficit, because the spending will put people back to
work. Which economic view is the voter expressing?

A. Keynesian economics

B. Supply-side economics

C. Libertarian economic ideology

D. Monetary policy

3. Two voters grew up in households with sharply different political views, attended different kinds of
schools, and belong to different generations. A political scientist studying why their party loyalties differ
is examining which process?

A. Political socialization

B. Retrospective voting

C. Gerrymandering

D. Logrolling

4. A voter believes the government should guarantee universal healthcare and regulate business
aggressively to reduce inequality, but also believes the government should not restrict abortion or
same-sex marriage. This combination of views best fits which ideology?

A. Conservative

B. Libertarian

C. Liberal

D. Populist

Answer Key

1. A. Ais correct because a four-point margin of error means the true value for each candidate falls
within four points of the reported number, so 47 and 45 describe a race too close to call. Choice B treats
the point estimates as exact results, but polls report estimates with uncertainty, and a two-point gap
within a four-point margin does not show that one candidate is ahead. Choice C is not correct because
the margin of error is a normal and expected feature of sampling. It is not evidence of bias, and a biased
sample is a different problem. Choice D is not correct because a poll can still be informative without
identifying a winner, and dismissing it as worthless goes beyond what the uncertainty means.

2. A. Ais correct because Keynesian economics holds that the government should use spending and
taxation to stabilize the economy, particularly during downturns. Choice B describes supply-side
economics, which takes the opposite approach and emphasizes tax cuts and deregulation to encourage
private investment rather than direct government spending. Choice C describes libertarian economic
ideology, which favors minimal government involvement in markets and does not support deliberate
stimulus spending. Choice D describes monetary policy, which is conducted by the Federal Reserve
through interest rates and the money supply rather than by Congress through spending.

3. A. Ais correct because political socialization is the process by which people acquire political values,
and family, schools, and generation are among its main agents. B is incorrect because retrospective
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voting means judging the past performance of the party in power, not acquiring values over a lifetime. C
is incorrect because gerrymandering is the drawing of district lines for partisan advantage. D is incorrect
because logrolling is vote-trading among legislators.

4. C. Cis correct because this voter favors an active government role in the economy alongside
protection of social freedoms, the standard liberal combination. A is incorrect because conservatives
generally favor limited government in the economy and traditional positions on social issues, the
reverse of this voter. B is incorrect because libertarians favor limited government in both the economic
and social spheres. D is not the best fit because populism is not one of the standard ideologies tested
here; the question describes textbook liberalism.

If you missed any question, make a flashcard for the idea you missed and review it again over the next
several days instead of rereading it once. The Unit 4 flashcards in Rycal use spaced repetition for that
review.

One-Page Recall Check

Say each answer out loud or write it down before you check your notes. If you look at the page first, you
are more likely to recognize the wording than to recall the ideas on your own. Anything you cannot say
out loud, add it to the Unit 4 flashcards in Rycal and review it again in the coming days.

1. Name the five agents of political socialization and explain why family is usually the most influential in
early childhood.

2. Distinguish the generational effect from the life-cycle effect, and give one example of each.

3. What makes a poll scientific? Name the sampling method it should use and two sources of bias it
must avoid.

4. Explain what a plus-or-minus 4 point margin of error means, and name two things it does not mean.

5. Contrast Keynesian and supply-side economics, then say which institution conducts fiscal policy and
which conducts monetary policy.

6. How do liberal, conservative, and libertarian approaches to social policy differ on the question of who
should act?

Key terms for this unit

Individualism, Equality of opportunity, Free enterprise, Rule of law, Core political values, Political attitudes, Limited
government in the economy, Core principles from Adam Smith's The Wealth of Nations, Social policy, Liberal social-policy
approach, Conservative social-policy approach, Libertarian social-policy approach, Federalism and social policy, Policy
trend, Government involvement, Political socialization, Family, Schools, Peers, Media, Civic and religious organizations,
Political culture, Globalization and political culture, Generational effect, Life-cycle effect, Political ideology, Age cohort,
Ideological change, Major political event, Event-driven socialization, Formative political experience, Public opinion,
Opinion poll, Benchmark poll, Tracking poll, Exit poll, Scientific poll, Sampling method, Margin of error, Neutral question
wording, Accurate reporting, Poll reliability, Poll validity, Sampling bias, Question wording bias, Public opinion as political
influence, Veracity, Credible claim, Liberal ideology, Conservative ideology, Democratic Party, Republican Party, Party
platform, Ideological alignment, Political culture and policy, Public participation and policy, Individual liberty, Stability and
order, Policy tradeoff, Public policy, Economic liberalism, Economic conservatism, Libertarian economic ideology, Fiscal
policy, Keynesian economics, Supply-side economics, Monetary policy, Federal Reserve, Interest rate, Price stability,
Maximum employment.
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Questions students ask about Unit 4

How much of the exam is Unit 4?

Unit 4 is 10 to 15 percent of the AP exam, the smallest share of any unit. The smaller share does not
make the unit unimportant. Polling and ideology questions appear regularly as stimulus-based multiple
choice, and the Q2 Quantitative Analysis FRQ often uses poll data and asks you to evaluate it.

What is the difference between political culture and ideology?

Political culture is the broad set of shared values almost all Americans claim, like individualism and the
rule of law, and it describes the common ground that most Americans share. Ideology is a specific
person's coherent set of beliefs about what government should do, and it describes where people divide
over those questions.

How much detail do I need on Keynesian versus supply-side economics?

Know the core contrast between the two approaches. Keynesian economics supports active government
spending and taxation to stabilize the economy, especially during downturns, while supply-side
economics emphasizes lower taxes and lighter regulation to encourage investment and production. Also
know which institution handles each policy. Congress and the president conduct fiscal policy, and the
Federal Reserve conducts monetary policy.

How do polls actually show up on the exam?

Usually as data you have to interpret, not as vocabulary to define. Expect a table or graph of poll results
with a margin of error, and questions that test whether you can say what the numbers do and do not
prove. A common type of question asks whether a two-point lead means anything when the margin of
error is four points.

What predicts a person's vote better, ideology or party identification?

Party identification is the stronger predictor. A voter's psychological attachment to a party is the single
strongest predictor of how that voter will vote, stronger than any single issue position. That is why
campaigns spend so much effort on turnout among their own partisans rather than converting the
other side.

Where to go next

Turn every missed item above into flashcards and drill them spaced out over several days rather than in
one sitting. That includes missed practice questions, trap table rows you could not explain, and recall
answers you could not say out loud.

In Rycal, open the Unit 4 flashcards under AP U.S. Government. The deck covers the terms in this guide,
and the practice questions there work on the same traps named here, including margin of error,
sampling bias, and the split between fiscal and monetary policy. If you have a test date, put it in the Test
Planner so the review is spaced out before the test, or start with a Brain Dump on polling and then
check what you wrote against the deck.



About this guide. Written for Rycal and aligned to the College Board AP U.S. Government and Politics course framework,
Unit 4. All questions and explanations are original Rycal writing. Rycal is independent and is not affiliated with or
endorsed by the College Board.
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